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Many Years Ago - “‘Stephen’’
(Nowland) Noland ‘I and II”’
1720 or 1725 - 1790
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@Séphen (Nowland) Notand 11
between 1790 and 1800).

He may have been born i litle earlier. He lived for a
time in Charles County, Maryland. Courthouse Re-
cords show that he, Stephen (Nowland) Noland i,
resided in Frederick County, Virginia, in 1752, 1755,
1759, and 1762, and lived a1 Noland’s Ferry or No-
land’s Landing. '

The pension claim of Shadrack, son of Stephen
(Nowland) Noland I1, states that Shadrack was born in
1752, in Frederick County, Virginia. It is not recorded
how long the family hiud been living there.

The next records show that Stephen (Nowland) No-
land 1l received a Royal Land Grant in 1772 in Craven
Caunty, South Caroling (Fairfield), but there is no
record of his activities between 1762 and 1772. Since
Stephen Noland 11 is listed in the 1790 Census of
Fairtield District, South Carolina, and not listed in the
1800 census, he evidently died sumetime between 1790
and 1800,

Stephen Noland's 11 wife was Susannah, called Su-
san. Stephen was of Scotch-Irish ancestry. The family

y was of the Methodist faith.. -

Leon Arcle Nolen, born November 13, 1886 (son of
\?’\yt—s{tepﬁen Stonewall Juckson Nolen, born 1862), traced
in La Plata, Charles County, Maryland, the purchase of
land by Stephen (Nowland) Noland I, in 1714. Leon
also found a record of Mary Nolund, widow of Stephen
Nowland 1, marrying John Dempsey in 1737, This
Stephen Nowland 1 and Mury Nowlund were probably
married about 1714 or 1718 and were the parents of
Stephen (Nowland) Nolen 11 » bornabout 1720 0r 1725.

Stephen had probably died prior 10 1735. Itdoes not
seem probable that his widow remained unmarried
more than two years.

It will be noted that the spelling is the sume in Charles
County, Maryland, and in Frederick County, Virginia
(that is, Nowland). Also, there are many sources that
indicate the family is of Scotch-Irish ancestry and came
very carly from Maryland into Virginia.

(b. 1720 or 1725; d.
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The children of Stephen (Nowland) Noland 1 (bu
1720 or 1725) and Susannah (Susan) (Nowlan
Noland—seven sons and one daughter—are:

1. George (Nowland) Noland (b. 1750).

2. Shadrack (Nowland) Nolund (b. 1752; d. 1841

®+3. sicphen (Nowland) Noland 11 (b, 1753;
1846).

4. James (Nowland) Noland (b. 1756; d. 1838
1840).

3. William (Nowlund) Noland (b. 1759; d. 1857
26. Daniel (Nowland) Nolund or David (Nowlan
Noland. ?

7. Mordicai (Nowland) Noland. (2 Ans/ -

8. Susannah (Susan) (Nowland) Noland. 7 ;%

1. George (Nowland) Noland (b. 1750) was the sc
of Stephen and Susannah (Nowland) Noland 11. He wy
born in Frederick County, Virginia, then moved 1
Fuirficld District, South Carolinu. He served in Militi
Duty. In May 1785, he received 12 pounds, 17 pence,
"fz sterling for 180 days of such duty. He married Jenni
Rogers. The children of George and Jennie (Rogers
(Noland) Nolen are:

Isaish

Nancy—married Robert McColloch
Stephen

Juson
Elizabeth—married
Isaac

Elijuh

Mordicai

2. Shudrack (Nowland) Noland (b. 1752; d. 1841
was the son of Stephen and Susannuh (Nowland) No-
land II. His wife's name was Any or Ann. The 179
Census of Fairfield District, South Curolina, shows he
had three sons under sixteen years of age and twg
daughters.

He owned and traded large wracts of land as evi-
denced by several records or sales of hundreds of acres
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for 50 pounds sterling. Each time making his mark.
Most likely he could not write, or sign his name.

The Revoluuonary War Pension records show many
significant entries. He served in the Revolutionary War
from both Georgia and South Carolina.

The Revolunonary War Pension record of Shadrack
Noland (Nolen) is one of the most important records
found. He s states, among other things, that he was born
in 1752 in Fredenck County. Virginia, and that after
considerable service *“about the commencement-of the
war,'" he “returned to his father's home in Fairfield,
South_Carolina,™ and later rejoined the army.

October 1, 1784, the Treasury Office, in Charleston,
of the State of South Carolina, issued to Shadrack
Noland Indent No. 488, Book M, for Ninety Four
Pounds Sterling, for ten months services commencing
June 4, 1781, as private in Captain Philomon Waters'
Company of State Troop of Light Dragoons, com-
manded by Lutn. Col. John Thomas' Regiment of
Brigadier General Sumter's Brigade.

November 19, 1784, Shadrack Noland in considera-
tion of 45 pounds sterling sold to his Capt. Philomon
Waters his claim against the state for *‘one grone neg-
row for his ten months services in the said brigade."’

Other documents relating to A. S. Salley’s History
of South Carolina during the Revolutionary War give
more information about Shadrack's pay for services in
the war, as shown below:

Page 8: Shadrack Knowland received pay for clo-
thing.

Page 101: Shadrack Noland: Private: Commence-
ment of service—June 4, 1781: Time of Service 10
months: Pay and -Bounty in Negroes—Grone 1: Ba-
lance Due—Grone 1.

He made his mark on all documents.

Shadrack was ill with *‘the fever,’’ wounded, and in
the hospital several times during the war. He had
smallpox and was given furlough, but recovered and
served again. One entry notes '‘while serving in Cap-
tain Philemon Waters’ Company, he took some Tory
prisoners at ‘Cow Castle Swamp’ and carried them to
jail in Orangeburg.’’

Shadrack was promoted to Major while serving in the
Company of John Intosh in Georgia.

Shadrack later lived in Pendleton County, South
Carolina, for over twenty years. He then moved to
Hopkins County, Kentucky, then to Dickson County,
Tennessee, and then in 1822 to Hardin County, Ten-
nessee. He received his last pension pay in September
1841 at ninety years of age.

l-SlﬁPhﬂL(MJM@JM’ 1753, d. 1846)

*was the son of S(eghen and Susannah gNowlgnd) No-

lan ia. He

moved to Fairfield District, South Carolina, where he
met and married Mary (Polly) Smith. They had at least
six sons and two daughters that can be identified. They
probably had more children.

a. James (Noland) Nolen (b. 1778; d. June 1864
or 1868).

b. William (Noland) Nolen (b. March 1783; d.
December 1850 or 1851).

c. Nancy (Noland) Nolen

d. Mary (Polly) Noland) Nolen (b. January 1785;
d. October 1853).

¢. George (Noland) Nolen (b. April 1786; d.
March 1857).

. Stephen (Noland) Nolen 1V (b. October 1787,
d. May 1870).

g. Richard (Noland) Nolen 1V (b. August 1789;
d. October 1851).

h. Isaac (Noland) Nolen (b. July 1794; d. Sep-
tember 1866).

Stephen 111 served with his brothers, Will and
George, in the Revolutionary War. He purchased many
acres of land in South Carolina.
= For more information on Stephen (Nowland) Nolen
II1, see Chapter 3.

4. James (Nowland) Noland (b. 1756; d. 1838 or
1840) was the son of Stephen and Susannah (Nowland)
Nolan II. He served in the Revolutionary War, enlisting
in South Carolina in 1770. He died while living with
Thomas Wiley in Forsyth County, Georgia.

5. William (Nowland) Noland (b. 1759; d. May 11,
1857) was the son of Stephen and Susannah (Nowland)
Noland 1I who had moved from Frederick. County,
Virginia, to obtain Crown land. He married Mary Ann
Crockrell. William served in the Revolutionary War
from South Carolina for which he received a pension.
Some records of land sales show that he and his wife
Mary Ann lived in Russell County, Virginia, from
1795 - 1817. He died in Carter County, Kentucky, in
May 1857, more than ninety-eight years of age. He was
buried on the farm at Big Sinking Creek.

The children of William and Mary Ann Cockrell
(Noland) Nolan are:

a. George (Noland) Nolen (b. about 1780 in Fair-
field District, South Carolina) later lived in Russell
County, Virginia; McConnellsville, Pennsylvania;
Louisville, Kentucky; and Paducah, Kentucky. He was
a potter by trade. He married Nancy Hardin. He died
about 1828. Their children are:

1. Henry (b. about 1804) married twice.
2. Isaac (b. 1807)

3. Mary Ann (b. January 1812).

4, William Augustus (b. 1813).

5. George

b. Stephen (Noland) Nolen (b. between 1785 -
1800 in Fairfield District, South Carolina) lived in
Floyd County, Kentucky, where he received a Land
Warrant in 1836. He married Nancy Reynolds.

c. Jeremiah (Noland) Nolen (b. between 1785 -
1810) received Land Warrant for 50 acrés in April 1836
in Floyd County, Kentucky.

6. Daniel, or David (Nowland) Noland was the son'
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of Stephen and Susannah (Nowland) Noland 11

7. Mordicai"(Nowland) Noland was the son of
Stephen and Susannah (Susan) (Nowland) Noland 1.
Very little information has been rescarched on Mor-
dicai. Two of his great, great grand-daughters, Misses
Laura and Alice Nolen, related that at the close of the
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Revolutionary War, Mordicai returned to Ireland, from
where the (Nowlands) (Nolands) Nolens had originally
come. He was never heard from any more.

8. Susannah (Nowland) Noland was the daughter of
Stephen and Susannah (Susan) (Nowland) Noland II.
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Not So Many Years .Ago -
“'Stephen” (Noland) (Nolan) Nolen “‘III'’

1753

@Qtephen (Noland) (Nolan) Nolen II (b. 1753; d.
1846).

He was the son of Stephen and Susannah (Susan)
(Nowland) Noland Il and was born in Frederick Coun-
tv. Virginia. About 1774 he moved (probably with his
parents) to Fairfield District, South Carolina, where he
met and married Mary (Polly) Smith.

Stephen and Mary (Polly) (Noland) (Nolan) Nolen
111 had six sons and two daughters of which we have
records.

1. James (Noland) Nolen (b. |778 d. Junc 1864 or
1RGS).

*2. William Jackson (Noland) Nolen (b, March
1783 d. December 1851).

1. Nancy (Noland) Nolen (b.

4. Mary (Polly) (Noland) Nolen (b. January 1785;
d. Octoher 1853).

5. George (Noland) Nolen (b. April 1786; d. March
18RS,

&6. Stephen (Noland) Nolen 1V (b, October 1787; d.
May 1870).

7. Richard (Noland) Nolen (b. August 1789; d. Oc-
tober 1851).

8. Isaac (Noland) Nolen (b. July 1794; d. September
1860).

Stephen (Noland) Nolen 111 served with his brothers,
George and Will, in the Revolutionary War from South
Carolina. From the Revolutionary War Records of
South Carolina, several accounts indicate the periods of
time, regiments, and location of his war services. Also,
in Indents for Revolutionary Claims by A. S. Salley.
nottions are found of **L 15 ..., 17 shillings...1 1/12
pence sterling™ plus ** 1 pound, 2 shillings, 2 peace™
paid to Stephien Noland 111 in 1787 for his War Ser-.
vices, It also stated that he *‘could purchasce at any
Public Sales of Confiscated Property any property that
he wished. ™ He was also given a large parcel of kind as
i state grant,

Stephen 111 began buying land in 1791 in, and near,
Litde River, approximately six miles northwest of

* Anasterisk imdicates that more detailed infurmation on tha person is to
be tound elsewhere in the houk.
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Winnsboro, in Fairficld District, South Carolina, and
“*prospered greatly for he accumulated several planta-
tions, "’ It is interesting to observe that the records show
that Stephen (Noland) Nolen HI **made his mark X** on
all documents .requiring his signature. Could this,
would this, mcan he could not write his name? It is
almost unbelicvable that he traveled as he did, bought
and sold properties, managed plantations and a large
family, yet could not write his name.

The 1791, and later, Courthouse Records in Fairfield
District, South Carolina, show many transfers ol prop-
erty from others to Stephen (Noland) Nolen i1} for
varying amounts such as **Thirty-three pounds sterling,
for onc hundred acres™', **Fifty pounds sterling for fifty
acres.”’ In 1791 **Fifty pounds sterling for one hundrcd
acres™"; “*Forty-five dollars for fifty-two acres,”” in
1802, “Thrce hundred and fifty dollars for two hundred
and fifty-nine acres,”’ in 1805; **One dollar for 13 Y2
acres,’” in 1824; “*$1,100.00 for 202 Y2 acres,” in
1824, Many other eatrics are found showing purchases
of plantations by Stephen (Noland) Nolen II1. :

He moved in 1814 to Monroe County, Georgia. By
1820 the Land Lotteries in Georgia opened up and
Stephen’s 11l sons, James, William, George and
Stephen 1V settled in Newton, Henry, and Monroe
Counties, Georgia. In 1818 Stephen [11 began dispos-
ing of his plantations, In 1824 he disposed of his old
homestead, and thiat sume year at the age of scventy-
one, he followed his sons and purchased a plantation in
Monroe County (later Butts County), Georgia, approx-
imately two miles_north_of . lndmn Springs, Buuts
Cauiily, Georgia.

In the Summary of Land Transactions of the Court-
house Records of 1817, 1824, and others, in Fairficld
County, South Carolina, cntries show many transfers
and sales of property (slaves and land), from Slepht.n
(Noland) Nolen HI. He sold to his daughter Mary in
1817 for one hundred dollars **a negro girl about ten
months old, by the name of Nelly.”” In March 1824 he
sold *‘for the sum of one thousand eight hundred dol-
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Lars, all that plantation wheron | now live, containing
one hundred cighty acres.”” In 1818 he sold ** 143 acres
for the consideration of $1,716.00."* November 1818
he sold **one hundred twenty acres for one thousand
and two hundred dollars.” In January 1824 he **bar-
gatined tor and in consideration of selling, the sum of
$500.00, all the plantation containing one hundred
twenty acres . . . which my son Williaim lived on for
seventeen years past.” In November, 1818, he sold
**155 aeres for fifteen hundred and fifteen dollass.’ In
January 1820, he sold to his son Stephen *“that planta-
tion on which he now lives, containing one hundred
acres for sum of ten hundred dollars.’”

After the death of his wife Mury on January 20,
1829, Stephen (Noland) Nolen 111 on March 30, 1829,
made the two following gifts to his unmarried daughter
Mury (Polly) Nolen. Recorded we find:

*1, Stephen Nolen . . ., for the love and true affec-
tion which 1 bear toward my daughter, Mary Nolen, 1
do give 1o her, one hall of a certain lot of land , . .
on which 1 now live, after reserving the suid land to
mysclf during my natural life time . . . . 1, Stephen
Nolen, for the love and true atfection | hold towards my
daughter, Mary Nolen, 1 do give unto her the said Mary
Nolen, two certain small negro girls, namely; Mariah,
about two years old and Rachel, about nine years old;
also, | give w her, the said Mary Nolen, two feather
beds. and furniture, two bed steads, and two cows and
calves, which may be her choice at the time she receives
them of all the cattle | possess ut that time, after reserv-
ing above property to myself during my natural life,
then to the said Mary Nolen, her heirs and assigns
lorever."

He sold the other half of the plantation to one of his
sons, Richard. Stephen Nolen's mark was made after
every document,

Stephen (Noland) Nolen (11 continued to live on his
plantation until 1842 when he moved to Chambers
County, Alabama, six_miles northeast of LaFayette,
Alabama, T L '

A shont time after Stephen arrived at the home of his

\/son. he remembered a trunk he had left. 1saac, the son,

drove back in a buggy tfrom near LaFayette, Alabama,
to Indian Springs, Butts County, Georgia, approxi-
mately 125 miles, o obtain the copper or brass trunk of
his father's in which he kept his **gold and silver and
other valuables® which had been left in the care of
another son, Richard Nolen. Since his futher had left
the trunk in his safe-keeping, Richard required his
brother Isaac 10 return to Chambers County, Alabama,
secure @ written authority from their father to turn the
trunk over 1o Isaac. This he did, again making the round
tnp of approximatety 250 miles by buggy.

In the ninety-third year of his life, just a few short

months before his death on October 26, 1846, this old
frontiersman and Revolutionury War soldier, nearing

[ 18]
[

|

the end of his days, executed the following Bill of Sale
in favor of his son, Isaac Nolen, which is sell-
explanatory.

Chambers County Courthouse Records at
LaFayeue, Alabama. Record of Mortgageal Vol-
ume J1; Page 122,

Stephen Nolen to Isaac Nolen;
Alabama - Chambers County;

March 10, 1846

Received of Isuac Nolen Six Hundred Dollars for a
certain negro fellow by the nume of Daniel, about
40 years of age. it being a settlement made this day
for services done for me, 1 being his father, and he
has taken care of me for the last four years which |
allow him One Hundred and Fifty Dollars for each
year; also, | have received in hand the last payment
for the negro Lucy and her two children, for which
negroes | delivered to him witha Bill of Sale dated
the fifteenth day of June 1842; also, ! have given
him up all the money that 1 brought from Georgia
with me. 1t being a full seilement made with him
for services done for me since he became of age,
which puyment | acknowledge tobe in full satisfac-
tion for the above named negroes, and will warrant
and defend the right and title of said negroes, 10 said
isaac Nolen, from me, my heirs, executors, or
administrators or assigns, or any person claiming or
1o claim the same.

In Witnesseth whereof 1 have hereunto set my
hand and affix my seal, this the 10th day of March,
1846. ' His

Test: Robert Lindsey. Stephen Nolen
Test: Martin Burlon. Mark

The above biographical sketch is merely a brief
skeleton of the life of Stephen (Noland) Nolen 111, His
life was in a glamorous period — rich in human experi-
ences. On October 26, 1846, he dropped to the ground,
dying suddenly, while supervising some work being
pecformed by slaves. The tombstone inscription in the
cemetery of the Sweet Home Methodist Church, about
six miles northeast of Lakayette, Chambers County,
Alabama, records:

(S.5)

Sacred to memory of
Stephen Nolen
who departed this life
October 26, 1846
aged 93 years

The names of the children of Stephen and Mary
(Polly) Smith (Noland) Nolen 111 are listed eurlier inthe



-chapter, but some of the storics about them are given
here in the following pages.

I. James (Noland) Nolen (b. 1778; d. Junc 1864 or
1865) ‘was bom in Fairfield District, South Carolina.
He marricd Barbara (Maralda) Addis{ih. Later they
lived in Georgia, then moved to Stroid, Chambers
County, Alabama, where both James and his wife,
Barbara, died. Their children werc:

a. Stephen—Ilater lived in Randolph County,
Alabama,

b. John—lived in Choctaw County, Mississippi.

¢. Richard—Itater lived in Choctaw County, Mis-
sissippi in 1864,

d. Nancv—later lived in Texas in 1864,

c. lIsaac- Iater lived in Meriwcther County,
Georgia.

f. Elizabeth—marricd in 1846. Lived in Ran-
dolph County, Alabama, in 1864,

g. William

h. Jonathan—blind.

i. Mary

j. Cynthia

k. James L.

James (Noland) Nolen, son of Stephen 111, bought
and sold, for large amounts of money, many acres of
land holdings, as is shown in Courthouse Records in
McDonough, Henry County, Georgia: Madison, New-
ton County, Georgia: and LaFayette, Chambers Coun-
ty. Alabama. In sales records from January 16, 183210
March 31, 1845, entries are made concerning these
holdings.

In the July 12, 1864, Record of Wills in Chambers
County, Alabama is found a copy of the will and codicil
of James (Noland) Nolen (born 1778). 1t follows:

STATE ot ALARAMA:
CHAMBE R CaM Y s

1, Jasen No'en, ol asld State and
County, being at the time old and
fenbsle in Ludy, but of sound and
Atspoaning mind and mescsy, and knowlna that 1ife o uncel -
1atn, o make and pulilish thin my last Wil and Testamenl
st manner and s as tollows:

1TEN FIRST: Afeer my death, 1| wish all by just debita
paid as scon as pountlide.

1TCM SECUND: My will and desire is that all the proporty
whether real, personal or of any kind whatacvaver,
which 1 may own ur posseas at the time ot my death,
ahall torm one comsson steck fos the exclusive use and
tenelit of the tollowing persang, to-wit: my heloved
wife Batbata Holen and oy thies childsen, at this
time un-martied, to-wit: Johnathan Holen, and Cynthina
Kolen, and Mary Nolen. They to have a jnint use and
bencfit and intereat in said Cosmnn Atnck orF comnnn
propesty for and during their and each of their
natural Jlvea,

1TPEN THIRD: in case sy wife Barbars Holen should marry,
then oy will and desire is that she ahould have out
of the voeson stock such portion or share as the lawa
ol the State would have given her, provided t had
died intestate, and then she ia te have no pore
interest in or control over what may be left of said
comnen atuck.,

$TEM FUURTH: Should any or either af the parsons nased
in 1TEM SECOND of this will die, the survivars or
surviver Le still to continue to have the use and
penefit of the whole of salil coanmnn stock, tho sase
as 1t A1) were 1iving, without aay divisicn whatever.

ITEN FIPTH: Should etther of the three children nsmed
in LTEM SPCOND of this oy last Will and Testaxant
marry, then upon such marriage he or ahe, as the case
may be, I8 to have one hbed and furnituce for the same,
alea Flfty Mollars in monay, Sut after such marriage
e ot she, aa the case may he, forfrit all lutereat
in and benelit out of said common stark, exvept as
heresn after provided,
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ITEM SEXTH: Whenever it shall so happen that the
leyatess hamed in 1TEM BECOND of this Will and Tente-
ment shall all be either dead or married, then in
elther ar each event, the said common stock estate
1o tn be dlvided among my childcan, share and share
alika, equally.

VTEH SEVENTI: 1 do heraby appoint and constltute my aon
Staphen Nolen my true and lawful FExocutor to sxechte
this my lant Will and Testament.

JAMES HOLEN.
Signed, noaled and attasted ’
thia Twenty Hinth day pf Septembar 1853,
In the presence of: M. T. Walker: A, F. Zachry: G, 7. Hitl.

This 1is intonded as a codicil to the foreyolng will,
to-wit: wWhenever it shall so happen that the Legateas
named ip ITEM THE SECOHD, or those that may survive,
should hecoma dis-aatialind with thair home And winh
to mell and puichase another, it ehall be thelr
priviledye of dolng so,

P“I the 20th dsy of December in the Year of our 1nord,
850

fiigned in the prasence of , as wilneesas:

A. . Penn,

John . Holen,
James L. (X) Nolen.

Proven 9th August, 1864,
Recorded Will 8ook Vol. 3, Paqe 149,

JAMSS ROLEN.

FPound alfo in the Chambers County Recotds (s &
pecscnal inventory.

ESTATE OF JAMES NOLEH, bec'd: Iaventogy &
ESTATE OF JAMES NOLEN .
Appiaisenent; Octobor IT, TURY

TUE STATE OF ALADAMA, sBefore John Appleby, Judam of
CIHAMBERS COUNTY I vrobate [or said County, per-

sonally cane Stephen Nolen,
Executar, of the Estats of James Nolen, Dac'd, whe heing
duly sworn, says on oath, that the foregoing one paye
containe a true and corract inventory of all the goods
and chattels, dohts and moneys which has cume to his
knowledge of puswession.

Sworn to & subscribed before me this 2lst Day of
October 1064,

John Applaby. Judyn of Probate fitephen Nolen.

0000000000000 000000

THE STATE OF ALABAMA,

rerennally cemo befote me, Wo.
CIANGILRAS COUNTY.

J. Grady, a Justice of the Peace
in and for said County, Vines H.
tolller, Wo. J. Grady, and Jamas M. Hester appraieers of
the perannal estate of James Nolen, late uf said County,
dec'd, who Leing sworn aavers)ly say that the forenoing
shaet cuntalue a full and craplate appraleasent of atl the
personal catate of uald James lonlen o exhibited tn them
the seld appraismia by Stephen Rolen, Luecutor, on the
21t Grotalwes 1864,

Um, J. Grady, J. P., Japen M, leater,
V. . Collles,

0600000000008 0000000

Appralsesent of the persunal estate of James Nolen, late
of said County, doc'd, as axhibited to us tha underajyned
appralaers Ly Stephan Molen, Exccutor, this 21at Getober

1864, vizs

6 Pork Rogs $ 700,00 Amt. Rrot. up $4,4)0.00
1 Sow & 10 Shoats 350.00 1 Pine Table 25.00
2 Cows & Calven 7150.40 3 tan Trunks 25%.00
1 Younn Raifer 150.00 @ split Bottom

1 Yoke fiteers 1,200.00 Chaisn 20.00
90 1b. 0ld Cast Iron 200.00 ] Lot Crochery 7%.00
§ Bu. Stande 80.00 1 Shot Gun 25.00
1 Sorrell Mare 1

1,000,900 tnt Pot Ware 75.900
ELN 1 LI SATE L]

Aat. Drot. over $4,675.00 List of moneys & notas:

} Man's Saddle 40,00

1 Loom 4 (tarnens 40.00 I Certifi~ote of ‘

1 Wheel & Carde 65,00 Deposit of

1 Lot Jars & .JJuqs 30.00 Cunfedrrates

1 Grine Stone 20.00 Notes $ 100.00
1 Plantation Toole 100.00

7 licad Shoep 200.00 Amount of eash on

Total Asount ®170.96 hand 3%9.44

¥m, J. Crady

Jamas N. Hester
Vv, . Collier

0640000800800 2500000

The above appraiscment affords a sad but interesting
study of the valucs of cvery-day items of an average
farm existing only a few short months before the sur-

Ve




sender of Lee at Appomatiox in Apal 1865, The ap-
paisement above is in Confederate money, one can
only speculate whit the value would have been only six
months Biter. Here incold figures sy be viswalized the
wagedy of the South follawing the collapse of the Con-
Federate Army. Iis well forall living 1 10 years later, W0
ponder and study the wagic era in which our grand-
Gathers and great-grandlithers lived.

3. William Juckson Nolen (b, March 10, 1783; d.
December 18, 1851) was born in Fairlicld District,
South Carolina.

William and Mary Alcorn Nolen had six sons and
o daughters, as listed below:

4. James Nolen (b, about 1808 or 180Y)

*h. Abner Nolen (b. April 14, 1811)

¢. Stephen Nolen (b. March 1, 1815)

d. Mary Nolen (b, 1817 or 1818)

. Sarah Nolen (b, 1819 or 1820)

{. Richard Nolen (b, April 23, 1823, d. April 21,
184 1).

g. Elijah Nolen b, January 14, 1825; d. April 17,
I841) .

h. William Nolen (b. February 20, 1827, d. May
14, 1841,

Willinm and Mary Ann (Alcorn) Nolen were buried
in the Lamily graveyard located on the homestead,
situated on the Yellow River near Rocky Plains, New-
ton County, Georgia.

IFor more information on
Chapter 4.

3. Naney (Noland) Nolen (b, about 1780 or 1790)
was born in Fairficld District, South Caroling, daughier
of Stephen 11 (1753)and Mury (Pully) Smith Nolen.
Records do not show if she tutied or where she later
lived or died. Thomas - Hughey Nolen, a grandson of
Richard Nolen, a brother of Nuncy (Nolund) Nolen,
relates that while quite young he was presemt when the
family was cleaning off the graveyard locuted on the
homeplace of Stephen (Noland) Nolen 111 and that one
of the older members of the family pointed out # grave
that was located a littke distance from the others and
stated that was the grave of Aunt Nancy Brown, who
had died while on a visit to her father and was buricd
there.

4. Mary (Polly) (Nolaid) Nulen (b. about 1783) was
born in Fairtield District, South Carolini. Mary moved
with her parcats in 1824 to near Indian Springs, origi-
nally Monroe, now Butts County, Georgia. After the
death of her mother in 1829, she continued to live with
her father until 1842, She was never married. In 1842
her father, Stephen 111, moved to Chambers County,
Alabumia, to reside with his son Isauc {Nolund) Nolen.
Mary's brother, Richard, jooked after her atfairs after
her father went to live with Issac.

Mary was enguged to marry some young nan in
Fuirticld District, South Carolina, und some sudden

William Jackson Nolen, see

tragedy hefell hink—cither sicknuss, or an accident—or
it ity have been that he was killed in the War of
1812---and in her sore bercavement, shock, and gricy-
ous strain over the loss of her lover, something snap-
ped, or gave way in her mind and memory. She never
fully recovered from ey deep sorrow. ‘Thomas Nolen a
grandson of Richard Nolen (1798- 185 1) relates that she
would go to the well, or spring, and look down into the
glimmering water and imagine that she could sce the
fuce ol her lover.

“To what extent Mary was incompetent is not known.
Judgment can be made only by the records. Alter the
death of her mother in 1829, her father, Stephen (No-
land) Nolen 11 (1753-1840) deeded all of his personal
property (o her. In 1842 he left her living there, seem-
ingly in charge of directing and superintending the
work of the slaves in the operation of the plantation.
Her father went (o live with his son in Chambers Coun-
ty, Alubama, where he died in 1846.

While Mary scems to have had full pussession of,
and authurity over, the plantation and its operation, she
had the help and advice of her brother Richard Nolen
who lived on a nearby plantation. Richard looked after
Mary’s alfairs until about 1848 when she went to live
with her brother, William. He was appointed guardian
of Mary in 1848. After William's death in 1850 or
1851, Mary continued to reside with William’s sons,
Jessic and Stephen, until her death.

Nevertheless, the records show that Mary's father
provided security for her as is set forth below. It is of
interest, and rather unusual, to note that in these follow-
ing records the phrases “‘estate of Mury Nolen, an
insane lady’ — "estate of Mary Nolen, insane wo-
man'* — “*the land of Mary Nulen, insane wonan’’ —
are used in making out proper documents in the Court-
house Records of Winnsboro, Fairticld District, South
Carolina, and Jackson, Buuts County, Georgia.

Mary evidently was well cared for and died about
1853 being about sixty-eight years old. She died at the
old homestead and was probably buried in the William
Nolen family cemetery on the homestead near Rocky
Plains on the Yellow River in Newton County, Geor-
gia.
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Courthouse Records - Jackoon, Butts County, Georgia:

March 30, 1829: Record of Deeds vol. F, Page 358:

STATE OF GEORGLA,
BUTTS COUNTY :

Know all men by these presents,
that 1, Stephen Nolen, of the
County and State aforesaid, for
the love and true affection 1 hold towards my dauther,
Mary Nalen, 1 do give unto her, the said Mary Nolen,
two certain small NOYro girls, namely: Mariah, about
two ycars old, and Rachel about nine years old; also,
1 give to her, the sajd Mary Nolen, two feather beds
and furnjture, two bed steads, and two cows and
calves, which may Le her choice at the time she
receives them of a)l the cattlc I possesu at Lhat
time, after reserving the above property to myself
during my natural lifo, then to the said Mary Holen,
her heirs and assigns forever.

?;;2989 my hand and seal this the 10th day of March,

his
Richard Nolen, STEPHEN (X) NOLEN (SEAL)
Joseph Brown, mark
Margarct Brown,

GEORGIA,
AUTTS COUNTY:

In person came Richerd Nolen
Lhis day before me, John nall,
one of the Inferior Court for
saild County, who being duly sworn, deposeth and saith
that he was present and saw Stephen Nolen affixing
his mark and aign, and that he saw also scal and
deliver the within deed of qift for the purposes
therein mentionod, and that Joseph R. Brown and
Margaret Hrown toyether with himself witnessed the
due execution thercef, and signed the same as
witnessea.

Sworn to and aubscribed hefore me thin Thirtieth day
ut March, 183u.
John Hall J. 1. C., Richard Nolen.
Rocorded 8th day of January 1849,

Wm. R. Banketon, Clk.,

AvsTORNRIRROANNCSIGEARO RS

Courthouse Records = Winnsboro, Fairfleld District,
~South Cavollner e ralrijeld Dlutrict

South Carolina:

December 21, 1817: Vol 2, Page 181:

Know all men by thege presents;: that I, Stuphen
¥olin, of the State of South Carolina and Fairfield
District, for and in consideration of the sum of

Une Hundred Dollars paid me in hand by Mary Nolin,
have bargained, sold and delivered and by these
presents do bargain, sell and deliver unto the said
Mary Nolin, a Negro Girl about ten months 0l)d by the
name of Nelly, which Nugro I do warrant her Lo be
dound property, and I do likewise warrant her against
mysclf, my heirs, Executors, Administrators and

Assigns or any othaor person lawfully claiming or to
claim the same.

VEANARNREARORPAIRARGNS

Courthouse Recordsc - Jackson, Butts County, Georgia:

STATE OF GEORGIA, Kknow all man by those prasents,
BUTTS COUNTY that I, Stophen Nolen, of the
State and County aforesaid, for

tho love and truo affection which I bear towards my
Daughter, Mary Nolen, 1 do give to her, the aald Mary
Nolén, one-half of a certain lot of land lylng on the
waters of Sandy Crack, known and didtinguiahed Ly Lot
Hoo 28, in the Fourth bistrict of forerly Monroe, Lut
ot Butts County, Eaat half of said lot of land all
that appertains thereunto, being the Eost half of the
lot of land on which I now live, after reserving the
caid land to myself during my natural life time, then
by these praesents 1 do give, grant and rclease the
above named half lot of land unto the said Kary dNolen,
her heirs and assigns for ever.

Witneas my hand and seal this Thirtieth day
aof March, 1829,

his
Richard Nolen, STEPHEN (X) NOLEN, (SEAL)
Joseph R. Brown, mark.
Margaret Brown.

{Proved by Richard Nolen March 30, 1830 before John
Nall, J. 1. C., sama language as above.)

Recorded 8th January, 1848.
veol. F. Page 358.

00 s000CaNRORRINGIOGIEISS

November 9, 1848:
William Nolen, and son James Molen Surety, appointed
quardian of Mary Nolen, Bond $7,200.00,

Novamber 9, 1848:
Richard Holen of Butts County, Georgia, to Drother

William Nolen conveys Interest in the estate of his
sister Mary Nolen.

Cctoher 2%, 1848;
i1saac Nolen of Chambers County, Alabama, to brother

William Wolen, conveys interest in the estate of his
sister Mary Nolen.

April 9, 1849;
George Nolen of Randolph County, Alabama, to hia
brother William Nolen, conveys his intcrest in the
cotate of his girter, Mary Nolen for and in consld~
eration of $150.00.

Apri) 17, 1849, vol. E. fage 381:
Wllllam Nolen, of Nawton County, Georgia, guardian
for Mary Nolem to Richard Holen of said County of
Butts, by order of the Inferior Court sitting as a
Court of Ordinary, for and in canaideration of $300.00,
conveys the Fast half of Lot 28 of the Fourth District,
originally Monrae, but now Butts County, Ceorgia.

October 25, 1848:
James Nolen of Chambers County, Alabama, to his
brother William Nolen, conveys interest in the ostate
of his aister Mary Nolen,

An inventory of appraigement of the estate of Mory lolen,
an insane Jady; this the L0th day of November 1848.

101 1/4 acres of land appraised to N-28
Fourth mstrict, originally Monroe, now

Butts County § 450.00
Nelly, a woman and child, eppralsed tn 650.00
Cathmrine, a girl, appraised to 400.00
Une Loy Bob, sppralsed to 250.00
Ona womsn and 2 children: Rachel,

Lucinda, and Christianna 850,00
One woman, marriod 500.00
1 lot of corn, oupposed to be 40 barrels 60,00
2 lots corn, asupposud to be 50 barrels 30.00

Amount carried up .190.00
4 stacks of fodder 5.50
1 white cow and calf with a yellow head 12,00
1 cow and calf 14.00
1 red heifer 11.00
1 red sided cow and calt - 10.00
1 white and tan heifer 5.00
1 red yearling 1.50
1 bull $6.00: 1 bridle cow and calf $12.00 18.00
1 black sided cow and calf 11.00
1 lot hogs 33 55.00
1 lot hogs - 12, not wp
1l lot of castings 1.50
J feather beda and furniture 15.00

We do certify upon oath, that as far as was produced to
us by the Guardian, William Nolen, the above and fore~
going contains a true state on appraischent of the ostate
of Mary Nolen, an ineane woman, to the best of our judg-
ment and understanding. This LDth day of Hovember, 1848.
Thos. J. Saunders, David Higqins, Jas. B. Tomlinson,

Hugh H. Hoard, Appraisors,

Sale Bill of the neqroos and land of Mary Nolen, insane
woman, sold by William Nolen, Guardian, April 3, 1849,

Rachel, Lucinda and Chrlstianna to

Wm. D, Hightower at $1,001.00
Mariah to Wm. 0. Mightower 536.00
Catherine to Albert Watkine 560.00
Robart to Wm. D. Mightower 316.00
101 1/4 acres of land to Richard Nolen 300.00

May 1, 1049. Wwilliam Nolen, Guardian. $2.713.60
July 3, 1849; John McCord, C.C.O.

Voucher 1 $ 9.12 172
Soptember 18, 1849; S. Rose and Co.,

Advertising 20.25
January 12, 1850; John Webb $ 15,09 172
January 1, 1850; Trouble of boarding

and washing Mary Molen, from 1S Nov.

1848 to 1 Jan. 16850 allowed by the

Court of Ordinary 200,00
Commiasion for receiving estate 87,37 152

January 19, 1850 wWilliam Nolen 33318

Annual Feturn of William Holen, Guardian of Mary MNolen
for 1849,
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5. George Nalen (b, 1786, d. abou 1857) was born
i Fairtield District, South Carolina, but later Jived in
Heary County, Georgia. George married Elizabeth
Addison, daughier of Christopher and A gnes Addison.
George and Elizabeth moved 1o near Newell, Randolph
County, Alabama. He and his wile are buricd in Old
Muore's or Butler's graveyard near Newell. Their
graves are marked with native stones **with dates
seratched thereon® that are now almost illegible.

Their children are listed here. Four of them, Reuben,
Harriet, Isuuc and Christopher were born in Fairfield
District, South Carolina.

4. Reuben Nolen (b. about 1808).

b. Harriet Nolen (b. about 1809).

¢. Isaac Nolen (b. about 1810). He first marricd
Mary (Polly) Camp. Then he married Elizabeth Camp.
He lived near Old Cole Iron Works, near Anniston,
Alabama. His children are: Mordica; (b. ), Hurriet
(b. ), William (b. ), Susan (b. 1840), Isaac
(b. 1842), June (b. 1844), George (b. 1846), Sara (b,
1848), and Mary (b. ).

d. Christopher Nolen—first married Elizabeth
Copeland. Their children are: Washington, Elias,
Elihu, John, Fannie, Elizabeth, and Margaret. Christ-
opher later married Mary Copeland and their children
are: Hatriet and two other girls.

¢. Agnes Nolen—marmied Seaborn Camp. Their
children are; Washington, Marion, William, Jack,
Mordicai, Seaborn Jr. and Reuben (twins), Jessie,
Stephen, Burwell, Susan, George, Lewis, Nancy, and
Sarah. .

f. Polly Ann Nolen—married Wilson Pullen. She
died in St. Clair County, Alabama.

8. Mordicai Nolen—lived with his parents in
Randolph County, Alabama, never married. Family
tradition suys he was an expert card player. He was
taken il at the home of his brother Christopher Nolen of
Newton County, Georgia, and then carried to the home
of his father in Randolph County, Alsbama, where he
died very soon—it was thought from exposure during
the trip. He is buried by the side of his parents in Old
Moure's or Butler's graveyard near Newell, Randolph
County, Alabama.

h. Susan Nolen—married Juseph Henson or Han-
son. ‘Their children were all born in Clay County,
Alabama, except Elizabeth who was born in Smith
County. Their children are: Edwin, Joseph, Oneil, Har-
rict, and Elizabeth.

i. William Nolen (b. May 4, 1824; d. September
23, 1880)— married Elizabeth Addison. ‘Pheir children
are: John Richard, Edward, George Ranson, Harriet,
Susun, Reuben, Joseph, Mary Ann, Isuac, and

26

Elizabeth, The ombstone inscriptions at Harmony
Congregational Methadist Church, Randolph County,
Alabama, record:

To my hushand
William Nolen

To my wile
Elizabeth A.

Bom wile of
May 4, 1824 William Nolen
Dicd August 10, 1824

September 23, 1880
56 years, 4 mos, 19 days
PR | O

@_6. Stephen Nolen IV (b, October 1787; d. May §, <
1870) was born in Fuirfield District, South Carolina. -
He married Man ( ison_abou . He

April 4, 191
Rest in Hope

moved to Newton County, Geosgia. About 1835, he F
moved to Chambers Couaty, Alabama, and finally 1o oF
Coosa County, Alabama, where he died. : %@ '
Stephen 1V owned and traded much land for **con-  §
siderations of fair amounts’ as is shown in various e
Courthouse Records of Fairfield District, South ¢n

Carolina; Newton County, Georgiu; Jackson, Buts
County, Georgia; McDonough, Henry County, Geor-
gia; and Rockford, Cousa County, Alabama,

© Siephen IV and Mary (Polly) Addison Nolen had
twelve children. They are:

a. William (Billie) (b. about 1809) —born in
Fairfield District, South Carolina. Married Martha
Stone. They had fificen children.

b. Nancy (b. about 1811)—marricd William
Nesbitt. They had fifteen children.

¢. Caroline (Winnie) (b. 1813; d. 1857) — mar-
rid Anthony 8. Ficquette. They had seven children.

»~d. Hiram (b. about 1815) — married Mariah Jane
Scou. They had eight children.

¢. Mary Ann (Polly) (b. November 1817;d. 1903
near Equality, Coosa County, Alubama) — married
Joseph M McCarley. They hud eight children.

f. Jane Eliza — married William Oslin. They had
ten children., : )

8. Francis Marion (Mell) (b. December 30, 182! 7
in Newton County, Georgia; d. September 28, 1865
near Nixburg, Coosa County, Alabuma) — married
Nang i k. They had six children. o

Lancis Mariopwas in Lee™s Aniity of-Virginia-dur- e
ing the'Ri nd campaign, and after the surrender in Gl
April 1865 at Appomattox Courthouse, Virginia, he =7
trudged his weary and heart-broken wiay home, con- &
suming approximately two months from Appomattox
to Alabama. He arrived home in late May, 1865, sick
from exposure, starvation, and privation sutfered in
more than four years of campaigning in Tennessec and
Virginiu in the cuuse of the Confederacy. From this
privation, he never recovered.

He dicd in September, approximately four months 2
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after reaching home. wife, children, father, brothers.
and sisters, He was a victim not of one bullet received in
one battle, but a victim of a thousand sulferings and
tortures of starvation and. privation received on a
thousand battleficlds of muddy. frozen roads. snow-
covered camp and bivouacs. The spirit and soul were
willing, but the mortal body had sutfered too much to
survive — but, he was a hero, nevertheless. An inspir-
ing record of his hopes and heartbreaks and of his love
and affection for his wife and children has been pre-
served and saved for us in letters cxchanged between
himself and his wife. These arc now in the hands of his
descendants,

Francis Marion was buricd in Old Pine Grove
Methadist Church Cemetery, by the side of his parculs.
Nancy Dulcina, his wife, was buried in the Methodist

Church Cemetery. Equality, Coosa County, Alabama.
h. Sarah (Sally) (b. about 1824 in Newton Coun-

ty, Georgia) —married Samuel McCarley, brother of
Joe, who married Mary Ann, They had four children.
¢ Sarah died in Louisiana>

i Isaac (Tkey (b. about 1826 in Newton County,
Georgia) —married Caroline Hubbard. They had three
childre 1. He was killed in the Confederate Army near
Chatianv.o,_a, Tennessee, and buried there on the
battlefield.

j- Harriet (b. about 1828 in Newton County,
Georgia)—married Martin Stanley Brown. They had
four children. Harriet died ncar Nixburg, Coosa Coun-

ty. Alabama.
@k. Thomas Jefferson (Jeff) (b. about 1830 in
ewton County, Gieorgia)—married Martha Jane Hub-
bard in I85!, They had nine thildren. He later married
Mary Jane Haynic. They had no children. Thomas
Jetferson died acar Nixburg, Coosa County, Alabama.
¢ 1. Andrew Jackson (Jack) (b. September 1832 in
Newton County, Georgia)—marricd Mary Catherine
Hawes. They had nine children. He dicd August 1901
near Nixburg, Coosa County, Alabama.
On the tombstones in Old Pine Grove Methodist
Church Cemetery, Coosa County. there are the follow-
ing inscriptions:

Sacred to the Memory of
: Stephen Nolen
who died in Coosa County, Alabama
May S, 1870
aged B2 vrs. 7 mos. and 18 ds.

Sacred to Memory of
Mrs. Mary Nolen
wife of Stephen Nolen
and daughter of
Christopher and Agnes Addison
who was horn in Fairficld District
South Carolina. September 14, 1790

and died at her residence in
Coosa County, Alabama, June 17, 1859
aged 68 years, 9 months, and 3 days
Blest be the thought of mecting her
In that Celestial World
Entircly (reed from carthly care,
With joys of Heaven unfurled

7. Richard (Noland) Nolen (b. August 12, 1789,
according to the family Bible and August 12, 1798,
according to tombstone inscription; d. Qctober 7,
1851)-—lived in Fairficld District, South Carolina. He
later lived in Butts County, Georgia. Richard taught
school at Croshyville, Fairficld District, South
Carolina, January 1822. Richard and his wife Nancy
Ann were buried in the Nolen family graveyard located
on the homestead of Stephen (Noland) Nolen HI (his
father’s old homesiead) which later came into
Richard's possession. This was approximately two
miles north of Indian Springs, Butts County, Georgia.

The old family Bible of Richard Nolen is in the 4,
possession of a gmnddauggg,r Mrs. Carrie Eddic(f ~ )/‘é.
McClain, 943 Capital Strect; .\ﬁ! . Atlanta, Georgia. e

Afier his father Stephen (Noland) Nolen I moved in J-‘Z’
1842 to Chambers County, Alabama, to reside with his AeTonsd
son Isaac Nolen, Richard Nolen looked after Stephen's ;«'&«’7 :
plantation on which Stephen’s daughter Mary (Polly) 6,0 |
Nolen, who was mentally ill, continued to live.

The Courthouse Records between 1827-1849 of
Winnsboro, Fairficld District, South Carolina, and of
Jackson, Butts County, Georgia, show transactions by
Richard of considerable acres of land for which he
made varying amounts of money.

Richard and Nancy Ann Coleman Nolen had the
following children, all except Hartwell were horn in
Butis County, Georgia:

a. Hartwell H. Nolen (b. December 1822)—
unmarried.

b. Sarah R. Nolen (b. June 1824)—married Al-
bert A. Walkins.

¢. Isaac W. Nolen (b. June 1826)—marricd
Nancy C. Williams.

d. Edward Griffin Nolen (b. April 1828)—
marricd Clara Jane Hughey. ‘

¢. Mary Nolen (b. January 1830)—married F.
Alexander Clark, ,

f. Stephen Wilcy Nolen (h. December 1836)—
Captain in Confederate Arny.

g. Hilliard J. Nolen (b. February 1839)—maoved
to Macon, Noxubee County, Mississippi, where he
accumulated considerable property. .

h. Nancy Ann Nolen (b. March 1843)—marricd
Thomas J. Towles, Captain in the Confederate Army.
They moved to Canton, Texas. '

i. Infant son—date of birth unknown.

Tombstone inscriptions in the Nolen family
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graveyard, located on the old homestead of Stephen
(Noland) Nolen Il on the E 1/2 of Lot 28 of the 4th
District, Butts County, Georgia, approximately two
miles north of Indian Springs record:

Richard Nolen
Born August 12, 1798
Died October 7, 1851

Nancy Ann Coleman
consort of Richard Nolen
Born December 6, 1801

Died July 6, 1847

Hartwell H. Nolen An Infant Child of
Born December 6, 1822 Richard and N. A. Nolen
Died July 18, 1825

8. Isaac (Noland) Nolen (b. July 5, 1794, in Fairfield
District, South Carolina)}—moved to Butts County,
Georgia, about 1820-1825; moved to Chambers
County, Alabama, about 1840 or 1841 and then to
Smith County, Texas, about 1855. He married
Elizabeth Coleman. Some of their children were born in
Butts County, Georgiu, and some in Chambers County,
Alabama. All are listed here.

a. Andrew Jackson Nolen (b. 1831 in Butts
County, Georgia; d. 1855 in Smith County, Texas)—
his parents had moved to Smith County, Texas, about
1855. '

b. Isaac H. Nolen (b. 1840 in Buits County,
Georgia)— buried at Harris Creek Cemetery, about
four miles west of Winona, Smith County, Texas.

¢. John R. Nolen (b. 1841 in Chambers County,
Alabama; d. 1879 in Smith County, Texas)—buried by
his father in Smith County, Texas.

d. Albert Sidney Nolen (b. 1843 in Chambers
County, Alabama)—lived with his parents in Smith
County, Texas, where he died in 1873.

¢. Wade H. Nolen (b. 1846 in Chambers County,
Alabama; d. 1894)—buried by the side of his father.

In the 1850 Census of Chambers County, Alabama,
there are three other children’s names listed im-
mediately following those that are known to be Isaac
Nolen’s, his wife and children. Since there was a break
in the sequence of their ages, they may not be Isaac's
children. However, their ages fit in with the other
children. Following are the three natnes:

R.W. Nolen (b. 1830 in South Carolina)—lived in
Chambers County, Alabama; married Sarah E. Darden
on October 16, 1851.

Laura Nolen (b. 1835 in Georgia)—lived in Cham-
bers County, Alabama.

Elizabeth Nolen (b. 1837 in Georgia)—lived in
Chambers County, Alabama.

Thomas H. Nolen (b. 1859), a grandson of Richard
Nolen, brother of Isaac, recalls as a child he was told
that Isauc Nolen buried two children in a family
graveyard located near his home on the **Old Indian

Trail”* about two miles south of Indian Springs, Buts
County, Georgia. There is a gap between the ages of
Andrew Jackson Nolen and Isaac Jr., where they would
probably fit in,

Isuac Nolen accumulated a great deal of property in
South Caralina as is shown in the Courthouse Records,
Winnsboro, Fairfield District, South Carolina. Some of
this property was lund and some was Negroes. Sotne
acreage was very large, some smaller, but large
amounts of money was spent in the sales.

Isaac Nolen was the first Sheriff of Butts County,
Georgia, when it was established about 1826. During
his term of otfice, a very celebrated incident happened.
On the moming of a hanging, the condemned man
defied the Sheriff to enter his cell in the jail. The
prisoner was armed with some kind of blunt bludgeon
of wood or iron and presented a very formidable de-
tense in his cell. After some persuasion and delay, the
Sheriff succeeded in entering the cell and the prisoner
was duly executed in accordance with the law.

Isaac Nolen owned much land in Butts County,
Georgia, as the Courthouse references of Jackson,
Butts County, show. From January 1826 through
November 1848, records show sales of land by Isaac.
One sale is noted of 148 acres for $6,000.00 to Thomas
Douglass.

Isaac Nolen is said to have built the first fine home of
manufactured lumber in Butts County, Georgia. In
1940 it was still standing approximately two miles
south of Indian Springs, on the **Old Indian Trail'’ in
Butts County, but it was in a sad state of repair, having
been occupied by tenants for u number of years, yet the
old two-story home still showed its substantial sound-
ness and impression of its builder. Previous to the time
this home was built, about 1825 - 1830, the carly
pioneers, settling in the wilderness, built their homes of
rough hewn logs of the forest, since sawniills and
planing mills had not yet made their appearances.

Isaac Nolen, disposing of his holding in Butts
County, moved about 1839 to 1840 to Chambers
County, Alabama.

The Courthouse Records in LaFayette, Chambers
County, show that Isaac bought and sold extensive
acres of land in Chambers County. The following nota-
tions show some of these purchases;

January 1842, 320 acres for $2,000.00

January 1843, 320 acres for $2,330.00

July, 1844, 320 acres for $2,500.00

November 1844, 320.08 acres as a State Grant

February 1847, 330 acres for $600.00

December 1849, 160 acres for $1,500.00

January 1851, 240 acres for $1,200.00

March 1853, 160 acres for $500.00

Also found in the Records, in the Minutes of June 3,
1839, Term of Orphan Court, is an application from
Isaac Nolen to the court for a building permit, quote



“Isnac Nolen wishes to crect a grist mill and sawmill
and dam on and across the stream called Doyles Creck,
to be erected on lands entirely belonging to said Nolen,
and after examining the above described land., agree-
- able to the direction of o writ of ad quad damaum issucd
by the Courts of said County returnable to an Orphans
Court to holder for said County on the first Manday of
June next. We the said Jury allow the said Nolen 1o
build a dam five feet and a half high across said stream
and we believe it will not damage the lands of any
person, neither will the Mansion house, office, barns,
or orchards, or gardens of any person he damaged and
we are of the opinion that it will not miterially injure the
health of the neighbors by the stagnation of waters™
This May 31, 1839,
With Witnesses Signed:
"*Whereupon it is ordered adjudged and deereed that
said Isaae Nolen have leave to build said mills and dam
according to said Jury Report and it is hereby decreed to
be established agreeable to said Jury Report.*”

It is significant to note in the wording of these min-
utes. the court members' interest and concern for the

“health and welfare of the people in the township at that
time, ’

So with permission granted, Isanc built, upon
Doyle's Creck, a very substantial flour, grist, and
sawmill which was operated by the construction of a
dam across Doyle's Creck.,

The old frame building, three or four storics high,
and the dam, and trace of the old water race were still
there in 1940, All of this is stimulating. though silent
testimony to the glories of another day. In Ante Bellum
days when plantation owners produced their foodstuff
it _home, mills of this type was very profitable for
grinding flour from wheat, and meal from corn. So was
sawing lumber from the forests for the plantation own.
ers in their respective communities. However, shifting
cconomic conditions have chunged all this, and these
once prosperous and busy plants today are in ruins and
decay. The mill of Isaac Nolen was later known (after a
century and the buildér almost forgotten) as Ward's
Mill and was located about six miles north by northeast
of Lafayette, Chambers County, Alabama.

In July 1842 Isaac Nolen with John Barbour, Samuel
E. Brovw.n, and John T. Bullock for and in consideration
of $1.00 deeded 10 the citizens of Township 23 and
Range 27 one acre of land where four sections of land
cornered upon which to build a school house and
church. Upon this Tot stands today (1976) the Sweet
Home Methodist Church with the graveyard wherein is
buried the father of Isaac Nolen, Stephen Nolen 11,
who died October 26, 1846, aged ninety-three years.
He was living in the home of Isaac at the time of his
death. Sweet Home Methodist Church is located about
siv miles north by northeast of LaFayette, Chambers
County, AlaFiiiva. about onc-half mile from the Isane
Nolen mill,
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Isaac Nolen, by tate in the year 1852, was disposing
of all his holdings in Chambers County. The Couri-
house Records in Lalayette, Chambers County, show
sales made in several years. Some are given below.

December 1852—Township 23—910 acres
for $8,585.00

December 1853—Section 21 —--for $1,030.00

December 1853—122 acres for $610.00

February 1854—520 acres for $3,840.00

Alter disposing of his land holdings in Chambers
County, Isaac Nolen, about 1854-1855, moved and
settled in Smith County, Texas. Thomas H. Nolen.
born 1859, a grand nephew of Isaac Nolen, recalls that
itwas told to him that Isaac Nolen drove by foot through
the country, his cattle to his new home in Smith Coun-
ty. Texas. What a long, tiresome, tedious. and perilous
trip this must have been in that day to both man and
beast!

Isaac Nolen died September 27, 1866, and is buricd
in Starrsville Cemetery about_four miles southeast of

Winona, Smith County, Texas. o

The Richard Smith Nolen (born 1837) family reun-
ion was held in the Swect Home Methodist Church,
Sunday, August 20, 1972, Richard Smith Nolen was
the great grandson of Stephen Nolen Iil.

For that weckend, Willic Smith Nolen, widow of
Emmet O'Neal Nolen (b. September 3, 1912; d. De-
cember 1, 1970), the great, great, great grandson of
Stephen Nolen 11, had invited all five of O'Neal's
sisters, and his brother, and their familics to be together
in her home. Willie lived in LaFayctte, Chamhers
County, Alabama, at the Ranch Motel, which she and
O’Neal had owned for many years. Willie closed the
motel to customers for three days and had just these
sisters, the brother, and their families, and her own
daughter, Billie, and her family.

On Sunday. August 20, almost everyone drove about
six miles to Sweet Home Methodist Church 1o Join the
other Nolens gathered for the Richard Smith Nolen
Annual Reunion,

After the service and program in the large, white
painted church, and during and after the **spread basket
lunch™ under the big trees. various ones, visiting to-
gether, walked about the grounds and through the
cemetery. Reading the inscriptions on many of the
tombstones and, or on the stone slabs over the ancient
graves proved very interesting. Of course, the grave
which held the main interest was that of Stephen Nolen
1, whose inscription showed the date of his death,
October 26, 1846, .

All who lacked upon this grave were proud to recall
that their ancestor, Stephen Nolen's 111 son, Isaac had

Joined in contributing to this church and cemetery

space. All were equally proud to see both were still well
preserved, used, and revered.
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